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Trees, Shrubs, and Vines of Canyon Trail Park, El Cerrito 

David Ackerly, April 2022 
 

Code Scientific Name Common Name Native Range Notes 

A1 Acacia dealbata Silver wattle Australia Frilly, twice compound leaves 

A2 Acacia melanoxylon Australian blackwood E. Australia Entire leaves, actually a ‘phyllode’ (look it up!) 

A3 Acer macrophyllum Bigleaf maple West Coast Large, palmate lobed, opp. leaves 

A4 Acer negundo Ashleaf maple N. America Pinnate compound opp. leaves 

A5 Aesculus californica Buckeye California Palmate compound, opp. leaves; big fruits 

A6 Alnus rhombifolia White alder Western NA Riparian tree, fruits are cone-like 

A7 Artemisia californica California sage Coastal CA Wispy, light green, aromatic leaves 

B1 Baccharis pilularis Coyotebush CA Weedy shrub, common throughout Bay Area 

C1 Casuarina equisetifolia Australian pine Australia Not a pine! The ‘needles’ are leafless twigs 

C2 Cornus sericea Red Osier dogwood CA Opp lvs, white flowers, berries for birds 

C3 Corylus cornuta Beaked hazelnut CA Sharply toothed leaf edges, understory shrub 

C4 Cotoneaster lacteus Late cotoneaster China Red berries, Rose family, large leaves 

C5 Cotoneaster pannosus Silverleaf cotoneaster China Red berries, Rose family, small leaves 

D1 Diplacus aurantiacus Sticky monkeyflower CA Orange flowers, always in pairs, sticky leaves 

E1 Eriobotrya japonica Loquat China Big leaves and fruits 

E2 Eucalyptus sideroxylon Red ironbark Australia Dark bark eucalypt, not sure where it is in park 

G1 Genista monspessulana French broom Med. Europe Highly invasive, beautiful yellow flowers 

H1 Hedera canariensis Madeira ivy Canary Isl. Lvs with small points, upright vine 

H2 Hedera helix Common ivy Europe, Asia 3-5 point leaf, sprawling vine 

H3 Heteromeles arbutifolia Toyon CA Red berries late in year; rose family 

I1 Ilex aquifolium Holly Europe The true holly, dark green lvs with sharp points 

J1 Jasminum Jasmine Eur, Asia, Afr Aromatic, climbing vine 

J2 Juniperus sp. Juniper CA Needle-leaved shrub; berries make gin 

L1 Ligustrum sp. Privet Eur, Asia Opposite, simple, shiny green leaves 

L2 Lonicera hispidula Pink honeysuckle CA Trailing vine 

M1 Morus alba Mulberry Eur, Asia Food source for silkworm! 

O1 Oemleria cerasiformis Osoberry CA Delicate leaves, drooping flowers in spring 

P1 Physocarpus capitatus Pacific ninebark CA Palmate lobed leaf, white flowers 

P2 Pinus radiata Monterey pine CA Big trees, with cones ready to burst after fire 

P3 Pittosporum undulatum Mock orange E. Australia Common, wavy leaf edge, fleshy orange fruits 

P4 Platanus racemosa California sycamore CA Palmate leaf, large fruits 

P5 Prunus laurocerasus Cherry laurel Europe Evergreen, large leaves and inflorescences 

P6 Prunus sp. Flowering cherry Asia, prob The common cherry around town 

P7 Prunus sp. Red leaf cherry Asia, prob Maybe horticultural variety of flowering cherry 

P8 Pyracantha sp. Firethorn Old world Another red berry, rose family! 

Q1 Quercus agrifolia Coast live oak CA Evergreen oak, dominant native in local parks 

Q2 Quercus lobata Valley oak CA Deciduous oak, small one planted behind pond 

R1 Raphiolepis indica Indian hawthorn SE Asia  

R2 Ribes sp. Gooseberry CA Thorny, small individual flowers 

R3 Ribes sanguineum Flowering currant CA No thorns, hanging, pink inflorescences 

R4 Rosa californica California wild rose CA Thorns, compound leaves, 5 petaled flower 

S1 Salix sp. Willow CA Maybe several willow species in the park 

S3 Sambucus nigra Black elderberry CA Palmate compound opp. leaves 

S4 Sequoiadendron 
sempervirens 

Redwood CA Redwood! What more can we say? 

S5 Symphoricarpos sp. Snowberry CA Opp lvs, thumbs, white berries 

T1 Toxicodendron 
diversiloba 

Poison oak CA Don’t touch! Leaves in three, often reddish 

U1 Ulmus sp. Elm  Alt lvs, asymmetric leaf base, toothed edges 

U2 Umbellularia californica California Bay CA Alt, evergreen leaves, aromatic 

ZZ Unknown!!!    

  Bold: CA native species (27 out of 48 total on list)  
 


